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PRESIDENT’S CORNER – November 2017
Our October meeting was held a week earlier than usual because of
Hallowe’en. We had a great turnout of 70 people, with some of our
members attending in costume. I would like to thank everyone for their
part in preparing for, and working at the dinner, to our Volunteer Costume
Judges, and to all those who attended.
We were all “treated” to a wonderful meal once again, and Hallowe’en
themed prizes were a treat as well.

their street legal racing program.

Our Guest Speaker, Gord Buck from YIELD, (Youth Initiative & Education in
Lifestyles and Driving), who gave an informative presentation outlining

This nonprofit Society’s main goal is to educate young drivers of the dangers of driving, including distractions
by texting, and how the consequences of their actions behind the wheel could be life threatening. Further
information is included in this Newsletter.
If anyone has any RCMP award plaques they would like to recycle, please inform the gift shop by email at
canteen@edmrcmpvets.ca.
I would like to encourage your attendance at The Remembrance Day Ceremonies at The Butterdome on
November 11, 2017. We assemble in the staging area of the front lower court at 9:30 A.M. Look for our red
blazers. Spouses and families are welcome to attend. If you would like to sit together as a group, please
meet at the lower front court area of The Butterdome at the staging area with our RCMP Vets.
Our November meeting will take place at Woodvale on Tuesday, Nov. 28th. Members of the RCMP Pipe Band
will be making a presentation on their trip to Vimy, France. Our Division gave a donation to them, to cover
part of their April trip expenses. The Pipe Band, though representing Canada, the RCMP, and RCMP Vets, do
not receive any financial means from any federal department and is sustained solely by their own initiative of
fund raising events and donations. See: www.rcmppipesanddrums.ca
Our December dinner meeting follows very closely on the heels of our November meeting. It will be our
Christmas Dinner/Silent Auction, and Dance with a live band made up of 3 RCMP Veteran members. It will be
held on Friday, Dec. 8th., 2017 at The Woodvale Community Facility at Millwoods Golf Course, 4540 - 50 St.
Edmonton.
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If you would like to donate any items for the Silent Auction, please contact me at jplastow@shaw.ca or 780460-8661 to advise and make delivery arrangements. We would appreciate receiving items prior to Dec. 8th
to ensure we have sufficient table space to display all items. SPECIAL NOTE: Funds raised from the Silent
Auction are used to provide Food Hampers to needy families in our Division area. The need is great and is
always appreciated.

the Commanding Officers desk
Long Service Awards Ceremony
This fall, Assistant Commissioner Marlin Degrand and I had the great
honour of presenting several awards to serving and retired RCMP
employees from across the province in ceremonies in Calgary and
Edmonton. These types of events remind us of the hard work and
dedication shown by those who have dedicated their lives to serving
others. They also provide us with an opportunity to recognize these
individuals and celebrate their achievements. The pride in service and in
the Force that I witnessed that day was inspiring. The RCMP is a police
force like no other, offering opportunities that no other police force can.
Together, we are all part of something that is fundamentally Canadian. I
Todd Shean
firmly believe that, it is our employees, past and present, which make this
organization great. The ceremony would not have been possible without the help of our veterans.
Thank you for continuing to make yourselves available. Your service is great appreciated.
Crime Reduction in Alberta
Criminal activity has a devastating impact on our communities. As the provincial police service in
Alberta, we have a responsibility to keep Albertans throughout the province safe. Therefore, we have
developed a division-wide crime reduction strategy, championed by Superintendent John Bennett of
Criminal Operations, which will help reduce crime in communities and positively impact the
operational tempo across Alberta. In Central Alberta District (CAD), one such initiative is already
underway. CAD recently launched the Integrated Crime Reduction Unit (ICRU). The unit will work to
pro-actively target crime reduction in Alberta’s Capital Region, an initiative led by Corporal Peter
McMillan and Inspector Peter Tewfik, employees in CAD. RCMP members from participating
detachments within CAD are working together in the newly formed ICRU. This unit will focus on
specific targets and projects in various policing areas. The objective is to identify those criminals who
have the biggest impact on our communities and work towards the disruption of their ongoing criminal
activity. The unit has already had one major success by making its first targeted arrest in Devon,
Alberta on October 23, 2017. Initiatives like this one go a long way in making the communities we
serve safe and vibrant places for people to live, work and play, and it is just one of many crime
reduction-focused initiatives taking place throughout the division.
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Executive Meeting Minutes
Meeting called to order: 10:00 AM
Members Present: Barry Callbeck, Gerald Plastow, Bruce Allen, Malcolm Mitchell, Elaine Schnepf, Kees
Kikkert, Tom Dunlop, Joe Collinson, Nick Taylor, Bob Bacchus, Roger Goulet, Neal Stanley, Bob Stewart, Tom
Burkett, Denise Burkett, Eric Lafoy.
Unable to Attend: Linda Plomp, Jim Medley, S/M Kevin McGillivray, Randy Montgomery.
Barry Callbeck, Secretary:
• Minutes from September Executive meeting approved as published.
Seconded: Bob Bacchus
Gerald Plastow, President:
• Gerald is looking at meeting in November with RCMP Members looking after the Slain Peace
Officer Fund, more info once Gerald has met with the members.
• The Gift Shop manager’s business cards, as well as the Vets Valour Place Representative (Nick
Taylor) will be at Valour Place.
• Kare Victim Services is asking for a $2500.00
donation with a commitment for five years, this
has been tabled until the November Executive
Meeting as more information is required.
• Crime stoppers has requested a donation of
$1000.00 this has been moved to January for
discussion.
• Valour Place – was suggested that we donate
$1000.00, agreed upon, this donation will be
presented at K-Div. at the Valour Place Board
meeting on December 14/2017.
• Donation of $125.00 was agreed upon for both
Festival of Trees and the RCMP Pipe Band.
• Christmas Hampers were discussed at the last Social Committee Meeting, Bob Bacchus and Joe
Collinson will meet with the committee to discuss new ideas as to how many and what town or
city to look for needy families.
• The National Presidents update is asking for information on who the Padres are in each
location, President Gerald is to follow up with the search.
• Presidents Breakfast will be held Dec. 2 at the L2 grill for Executive Board members and their
significant others.
• A Birthday Card will be at the October 24/2017 General Meeting to be signed complete with
regimental numbers so it may be sent to Mike Pepe, who will be celebrating his 100th Birthday
on Dec. 2/2017.
• There are still 2ND man Broaches available, all that is required is that the member send in to
Gerald the name of the person with the detachment served at and the extra duties the person
assisted with. Example cooking meals for prisoners.
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Bruce Allen, Vice President:
• Bruce filled in for Linda Plomp with a financial report, the canteen has been very successful the
last few months leaving our account in good standing. Meetings will be ongoing as to where
and how donations can be modified with the positive cash flow at hand.
Malcolm Mitchell, Chair Social Committee:
• Missing for the meeting, Malcolm Mitchell, Stella Medley.
• Present for the meeting, Jerry Plastow, Elaine Schnepf, Jim Medley, Linda Plomp, Tom Dunlop,
Don and Rita Belke.
• A review of the Appreciation Diner looked at what was done and what could be done better.
Discussion was held as to the cost of the meals, there will be no change now. The idea of
selecting recipients for having a gratis meal is being looked at as well. Ideas like inviting regular
members to a diner meeting as guests is also being addressed. A list is being prepared for
ANYONE who would be willing to assist in areas like set-up, silent auction, etc. is being
prepared. If interested please let us know.
Roger Goulet, Membership:
• We currently have 503 members, with 23 still with outstanding dues.
• There is one application for Associate membership, Lorene Turner.
Elaine Schnepf, Boost Coordinator:
• 7 cards of sympathy have been sent out complete with Tim Cards, 13 cards for illness have been
sent out since August. 17 cards have been sent out of town complete with $10.00 Tims cards.
• To date the expenses have been $620.92
Kees Kikkert, Past President;
• Elections for Executive positions that expire this year will be taken from the floor at the next
General Meeting,
• Kees is investigating a program, Safer Communities and Neighborhoods, a better understanding
of what it does will be out lined once more information is collected.
Joe Collinson;
• Joe has access to a 44 large Red Jacket if anyone needs one, along with the jacket are a few
accessories.
Neal Stanley;
• Members attending the Remembrance Day at the Butterdome are invited to HMCS Nonsuch,
11440-117 St. following the ceremony.
RCMP Vets Edmonton Division - Budget 2018
Income
Advertising Revenue
Donations/Assistance Grants

$300.00
$-

General/Dinner Meetings

$18,000.00

Membership Dues Current Year

$14,700.00

Membership Dues Previous Years

$972.00
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Social Events Other Revenue
Vets Canteen
Total
Income

$1,137.00
$19,000.00
$54,109.00

Expense
AGM Expenses

$3,000.00

Bank Service Charges

$200.00

Executive Meetings

$250.00

Inter Divisional Meetings

$250.00

Members' Dinner Meetings

$18,000.00

RCMP Vets National Members Dues

$11,359.00

Remembrance Day

$100.00

Office Supplies

$800.00

Social Events
Web Site(s)
Total Expense

Net Surplus (Deficit)

$9,000.00
$150.00
$54,109.00

$-

Meeting Adjourned: 11:30 AM

General Meeting Minutes
General Meeting-Tuesday, October 24,2017 5:30 PM
Woodvale Community Centre, 4540-50 St., Edmonton, Alberta
Motion to accept the minutes from the April meeting. Seconded by Don Martin, passed.
Past President, Kees Kikkert, introduced the speaker for the evening, Gord Buck who retired from his
last posting in Stony Plain, introduced the Yield program. YIELD (Youth Initiatives & Education in
Lifestyles & Driving). Complete with some very interesting photos of police cars modified for the drag
strip. The program targets youth from 14 to 24 years old.
President Jerry Plastow, presented Gord Buck
with a gift and thanked him for attending the
meeting and explaining the purpose of Yield.
President Jerry Plastow, then reviewed the
Donations approved by the executive for
$125.00 credit at the gift shop to The RCMP
Pipe Band and Festival of trees for their silent
auctions, also $1000.00 to Valour Place and
$500.00 to the Alberta Police Association golf
tournament for their silent auction.
Jerry Plastow (Spider Man) & Gord Buck
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President Jerry Plastow and Roger Goulet,
presented Bill Laroque with his 20 Year Pin.
Neal Stanley, reviewed the 2017
Remembrance Day plans for the Butter Dome,
Details to be outlined in the newsletter.

Bill Laroque & Roger Goulet

President Jerry Plastow, then had those
dressed in costume parade the room at which
time a panel of three judges selected three
winners which was moved up to 5 winners as
there was a tie for 2nd and third place. First
place Marg Elliott, Second place Elaine
Schnepf and Don Belke, Third place Rita Belke
and Carol Stanley.

Members and wives who dressed to the Halloween Night competition

President Jerry Plastow, announced the next General Meeting for Tuesday Nov. 28 with a guest
speaker from the RCMP Pipe Band, Pre-Christmas theme, recipe swap craft ideas, décor ideas, or any
Christmas ideas are welcome for this night. The Christmas function is Friday, Dec. 8. Read the
newsletter, as there is limited space in the hall for this event. A silent auction will be held.
Donations for the sale are encouraged. If you would like to help with set up, it would be welcomed.
Funds from the silent auction go to buy Christmas hampers for needy families, always appreciated.
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM
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Guest Speaker
Youth Initiatives & Education in Lifestyles &
Driving
YIELD is a unique education & innovation program that uses the
automobile as the focal point to generate interest within the key
target group - young males both in schools and in the
community. YIELD shows the tragic
results of speed, impaired driving and
not using seatbelts, while giving students
the opportunity to become part of the
solution.
Police and professional car racers, who
have personal knowledge and
experience, engage students/community
through casual conversation and by using
static displays that include a roll-over
simulator, a race car, trailer and a Razor
side by side ATV. The YIELD race car, a
2000 Chev Camaro, a former highway
patrol vehicle and is the only race vehicle
of its kind that partners with the
R.C.M.P. and is authorized to display the
RCMP corporate identity.

Guest speaker Gord Buck & his wife

YIELD has seen first-hand how youth will embrace new ideas and thought processes when given
the right information in a way that they not only comprehend but readily accept and are
inclusive of their abilities.
Simply put, we tell students that, if you are going to race anyway, race on a legal race strip (like
Edmonton’s Castrol Raceway) rather than on a highway where you are putting not only yourself
in danger but also everyone watching and non-involved pedestrians/drivers.
Web Site: www.yieldassociation.ca
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care·tak·er

Don’t forget the Caretakers:

ˈkerˌtākər/
noun
plural noun: caretakers
synonyms: janitor, custodian, superintendent,
maintenance man/woman; More

Remembrance: In the eyes of the Canadian
Government administration, “conveniently” at
times employs the true definition of the word
NORTH AMERICAN
MILITARY, which includes the RCMP as an adjunct.
a person employed to look after
However, the Military establishment itself does not
people or animals.
see things this way (likely caused by time, politics,
and media control). Simply put, the Military opinion is, the RCMP is NOT and never was a
sub-component of the Canadian Military establishment.
Today, our Military Command chooses not to include or reference the RCMP as a “factual
component/participant of all theatres of war” they may have been involved in. The
Canadian government’s administration will also avoid all attempts to factually
acknowledge the RCMP’s involvement in public communications and media. These
choices have, over time, led to today’s divisiveness and significant misunderstanding of
our two cogent histories. This choice serves also to misinform the public about the
specific mechanics of conflict.

Many Military senior staff have been heard deliberately speaking against the RCMP
Canadian Peace
Keeping Service
receiving Military Medals for being a component of the Canadian theater of war
Medal
response. It was said by a senior Military person in Afghanistan, “…only Military
personnel deserve to ever receive medals or awards for their participation”. However,
when the RCMP does participate, our government insists they fall under a separate Military authority such as
the United Nations. RCMP participants are deemed Military “Peacekeeping” personnel of the United Nations,
receiving UN special service medals for their voluntary participation. However, those same members are not
also awarded Canadian War Honours for their participation and contribution “within” the Canadian Military
war effort.
War Theatre Exit Strategy: We got in! Now to get out! Within a theatre of war, in which a Military has
decided its objectives are, by in large complete, there remains a significant need for an active authoritarian
presence to conclude and transition the war theatre back to its civilian state. This is something the Canadian
Military is NOT trained to do. Inexcusably in our case, the RCMP membership are called upon to fill the role of
“care taker”. Under the authority of the UN, our members engage their duties as a “Peace Keeping Military
Agency”. After all, the area of concern technically remains a theatre of war until civilian services are
established.
The RCMP members who “volunteered” to help are transitioned into and out of the United Nations by an
administrative agreement. Their RCMP employment is not terminated. They are compensated in US funds
while engaged. These members are optically divorced from any direct association to our Canadian Military.
Once the conflict area has safely achieved civilian control, RCMP members are withdrawn and returned to
service in Canada without fanfare, “…after all,” as one administrator was heard to say, “they’re just doing their
job”!
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Our members have volunteered and died in many theatres of war over our early history. The Canadian
Government and the Force faced a technical change in 1921. Through his Royal Prerogative, King George V
changed Canadian History, when he awarded the RCMP the official status of a Dragoon Regiment as was his
right within his realm. The RCMP was changed forevermore into a de-facto Canadian Military Regiment.
Some would argue this was merely a symbolic gesture and bears no legal relevance in Canada. However;
(Canada remains today within the British Monarchy. In the ‘70s, amid much fanfare, Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau was said to have brought the British North American Act home to Canada. He didn’t.
He brought a beautifully prepared copy of it back to Canada. The BNA Act remains in England today.
Some thought the BNA Act original document would be released to Canada on its 150th birthday. But
that hasn’t happened. The British government rightly indicated to Canada the BNA Act is a historical
record of their parliament and will remain in England.
In 1921 when King George V visited with the RCMP, Canada was still a “British colony” (under the BNA
Act), over which the Monarchy still ruled
in law. The BNA Act allows our colony to
form a government and make laws.
However, all laws made in Canada will
only come into force when approved by
the Monarchy; today the Governor
General, the monarchy’s representative
in today’s colony.
That said, British law and all the
trappings of British law also remain
applicable, giving King George V the
right to change Canadian history in
1921. What the Canadian government
administratively chooses to do with that
award/decree of status upon the RCMP is another matter altogether.
Today, as a footnote to King George V, you will see the RCMP have the right to form part of the Queens
guard on special occasion and the Monarchy’s own police do not. Regrettably for some, the RCMP is a
Military Regiment of the realm.)
The Canadian government always chooses non-military style of recognition of its Force membership, over
having all the “hero style” acknowledgements of our Military brethren. One person recently wrote on social
media, “… the RCMP are just the police and are not HERO’s. The word HERO should only be applicable for
Military members who served in theatres of war.”
Carry these sentiments forward and you have this view from a senior Military person. In a province in Canada,
the Royal Canadian Legion had been given the right to issue Veterans license plates to Veterans of service to
Canada. They would qualify anyone who they felt, per the definition assigned at the commencement of the
program, was a veteran. A Canadian Veteran in this province was inclusive of all Provincial First Responders.
(Generally, in Canada, the Royal Canadian Legion has approved the term “Veteran” for all retired Members of
the RCMP.) In this instance, the Legion had their authority to issue Veterans License Plates revoked by a senior
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Military person who made it clear to them that “only personnel of
the Canadian Military, who served in theaters of war, were
eligible to receive a Veteran’s’ license plate”! This Veterans
license plate revocation decision was a singular opinion and
personal in nature. However, this example stands to confirm the
comments above are now truly imbedded in our leaders and
administration wherein all First Responders and their Veterans
are understood in our society only to be, “just Care Takers!”

Fallen Members to Date
Did you know that of the total number of fallen members, the
highest causes of deaths, from highest to lowest, were;
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Automobile deaths
Gunfire
Drowning
War
Aircraft Accidents

Lieutenant P.S. Oliver, Dieppe 2017
Photo courtesy: Robert Davidson

The remainder of all other deaths were categorized within 20
other events depending on the sources of the reports.

Memories
Oliver Crescent, Depot Division RCMP, Regina, Saskatchewan, is named in honour of
Constable Peter Sheddon OLIVER, (RCMP reg#12572), Honour Roll #72. Peter S.
OLIVER joined the Force on June 22, 1936 and served in D Division. At the outbreak of
the Second World War in 1939, he volunteered for the #1 Provost Corps which was
being formed from members of the Force. Entering the Provost Corps, RCMP
Constable Oliver became Lance Corporal OLIVER. L/C Oliver was subsequently
promoted to Lieutenant by 1942. He was
transferred to #2 Provost Corps under Captain Stevenson (RCMP
Reg# 12370) as second in command.
On 18th of August 1942, 41 members of the Corps participated in
“Operation Jubilee”, the raid on Dieppe. Their role was to provide
for control on the beach and to secure prisoners of war. On the
following day, after this tragic “Reconnaissance in Force” only 22 of
the original 41 disembarked on return to the United Kingdom.
Lieutenant Peter S. Oliver, second in command of the detachment
was killed by enemy fire almost as soon as he exited his landing
craft. He is buried in the Dieppe Canadian War Cemetary (HautotSur-Mer), Sienne-Maritime, France. Grave L.3 He was the first
RCMP member to be killed in action in the Second World War.
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The story of "Operation Jubilee"
The Dieppe Raid, code-named “Operation Jubilee,” saw more than 6,000 men come ashore at five
different points along a 16-kilometer-long stretch of heavily defended coastline. Four of the attacks
were to take place just before dawn at points east and west of Dieppe, while the main attack on the
town itself would take place half an hour later. The raiding force was made up of almost 5,000
Canadians, approximately 1,000 British commandos and 50 American Army Rangers.
Things immediately went wrong for the landing force on the eastern flank.
They encountered a small German convoy and the ensuing firefight alerted the
enemy. The soldiers that came ashore at Berneval and Puys consequently were
met with overwhelming fire and some of the heaviest Allied losses took place
there.
Some objectives on the western flank were achieved and the enemy gun
batteries at Varengeville were destroyed. In Pourville, the South Saskatchewan
Regiment and the Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders came ashore and
pushed towards their goals. The mounting German resistance, however, would
force them to withdraw with heavy losses.
Running behind schedule, the main force going ashore at Dieppe landed as
daylight was breaking. The German troops, now alerted to the raid, cut down
many Canadians as they waded in the surf. Nevertheless, many of our soldiers
fought their way across the cobblestone beach to the relative protection of the
seawall. The same cobblestones and seawall made it hard for the Allied tanks
to move off the beach and the fierce enemy fire prevented engineers from
clearing the way for them to push their way into the town.
Small groups from the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry and the Essex Scottish
Regiment were able to fight their way into the bullet-swept streets of Dieppe.
It was clear, however, that the raid could not continue and the retreat soon
began. Trying to evacuate everyone, however, would mean the probable
destruction of the Allied naval force. Through great courage, many men were
taken off the beaches under heavy fire, but by early afternoon the last boat
had departed. Left in a hopeless situation, the remaining Canadians were
forced to surrender. The raid was over.

1939 CANADA 1945
VOLUNTARY SERVICE
VOLONTAIRE with
Dieppe bar for service
1942 August 19.
The CVSM medal itself
was awarded to
Members and reserve
constables of the
RCMP who voluntarily
served during WW2.

Of the 4,963 Canadians who embarked on the mission, only approximately 2,200 returned to England
and many of those had been wounded. More than 3,350 Canadians became casualties, including a total
of 916 who lost their lives as a result of the raid and approximately 1,950 more who were taken
prisoner. A total of 210 British and American personnel also lost their lives.
With the end of hostilities in the spring of 1945, members of the RCMP could look back at a significant
contribution to the war effort. 213 members volunteered to serve in the Provost Corps, 60 attained
commissioned rank and served as officers in other Provost Companies.
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Corporal Bob Prouse of the Provost Corps was among those who went ashore at
05:40 hrs on the 18th of August 1942. He was taken prisoner. Bob, in his book,
Ticket to Hell via Dieppe relates that after the morning of Hell, “…it was about
half past one on a sunny afternoon, and for us, the war was over.” In 1956, the
late Captain Nick Pete presented the “Oliver Memorial Trophy” to the Canadian
Provost Corps in memory of Lieutenant Peter Oliver who fell at Dieppe. The
trophy is awarded annually to the “outstanding” level 3 (Basic Military Course)
Military Police graduate at the school. The tradition of that trophy continues at
today’s Canadian Forces Military Police and Security Academy (CFMPSA).
Endnote: Due to the number of RCMP members requesting discharge in order to join the CASF, the
Commissioner forbid further transfers in late 1940. Many other Mounted Policemen joined the Royal Canadian
Navy and Royal Canadian Air Force during the war, upon the expiration of their RCMP contracts. A total of 215
members of the RCMP are known to have served with No. 1 Provost Company. As the war progressed, many of
the original RCMP members were promoted and transferred to other Provost units, with over half of them
being commissioned.
Based on previously classified "ultra-secret" material, David O'Keefe's book; One Day in August: The Untold
Story Behind Canada's Tragedy at Dieppe makes the case that the raid was meant to capture German
codebooks and cipher materials. O'Keefe said the raid remains "an unmitigated disaster" despite its
valuable goals, and it merits questions about what he called the "hubris" and "arrogance" of its Allied
planners who thought they could pull it off.
In 1990, a psychologist presented her findings to Parliament that 48 per cent of Dieppe veterans who had
been interned as POWs had post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) in 1946, but only five per cent received
pensions for psychological disabilities.

A list of the Members of No 1 Provost Coy (RCMP)
KILLED IN ACTION
10063 Cpl Charles James JOHNSTONE (30 January 1924
- 01 May 1941)
Lost at sea as a result of an enemy U-boat attack on the
troopship NERISSA.
Commemorated on the Halifax Memorial, Halifax, NS.
11003 L/Cpl Charles Floyd PATTERSON (27 August 1931
- 25 November 1941)
Accidentally killed while serving overseas.
Buried at Brookwood Military Cemetery, Surrey,
England.
11288 L/Cpl Andrew DRUMMIND-HAY (01 January
1910 - 13 July 1942)
Killed in action in North Africa at El Alamein, Egypt.

12572 Lt Peter Seddon OLIVER (22 June 1935 - 19
August 1942)
Killed in action at Dieppe, France.
13205 L/Cpl James Harvard Delamere BEDLINGTON (01
November 1938 - 30 April 1943)
Accidentally killed in a motorcycle accident in Scotland.
Buried at Brookwood Military Cemetery, Surrey,
England.
13064 Sgt. Terence Graham Newcomen WATTS (01 July
1937- 28 December 1943)
Killed by shell fire while serving at Ortona, Italy.
Buried at Moro River Canadian War Cemetery, Italy.
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12856 L/Cpl Edison Alexander CAMERON (16 April
1937 - 28 December 1943)
Killed in action while serving at Ortona, Italy.
Buried at Moro River Canadian War Cemetery, Italy.

13678 L/Cpl Kenneth Laurence d'ALBENAS (06
September 1940 - 15 May 1944)
Killed while in his jeep which was destroyed by a Teller
mine while serving in Italy.
Buried at Cassino War Cemetery, Italy.

13157 L/Cpl David Charles Gardner MOON (05 July
1937- 28 December 1943)
Died as a result of shell fire wounds received while
serving at Ortona, Italy.
Buried at Moro River Canadian War Cemetery, Italy.

12398 Cpl John Francis Joseph NELSON (19 June 1934 22 May 1944)
Killed in action by shellfire while serving in Italy.
Buried at Cassino War Cemetery, Italy.

12965 L/Cpl Gordon Evan BONDURANT (01 July 193708 January 1944)
Died as a result of wounds from bomb fragments
received while serving at Ortona, Italy.
Buried at Moro River Canadian War Cemetery, Italy.

12108 Cpl Donald Gilbert STACKHOUSE (08 January
1934 - 31 May 1944)
Killed when his motorcycle hit a Teller mine while
serving in Italy.
Buried at Cassino War Cemetery, Italy.

In Our History
Starting in 1940, an increasing number of British & Canadian Airmen found themselves as the
involuntary guests of the Third Reich, and the Crown was casting about for ways and means to
facilitate their escape...
Now obviously, one of the most helpful aids to that end is a useful and accurate map, one showing not
only where stuff was, but also showing the locations of 'safe houses' where a POW on-the-lam could go
for food and shelter.
Paper maps had some real drawbacks -- they make a lot of noise when you open and fold them, they
wear out rapidly, and if they get wet, the turn into mush.
Someone in MI-5 (similar to America 's OSS ) got the idea of printing escape maps on silk. It's durable,
can be scrunched-up into tiny wads, and unfolded as many times as needed, and makes no noise
whatsoever.
At that time, there was only one manufacturer in Great
Britain that had perfected the technology of printing on silk,
and that was John Waddington Ltd. When approached by the
government, the firm was only too happy to do its bit for the
war effort.
By pure coincidence, Waddington was also the U.K. Licensee
for the popular American board game Monopoly. As it
happened, 'games and pastimes' was a category of item
qualified for insertion into 'CARE packages', dispatched by the
International Red Cross to prisoners of war.
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Under the strictest of secrecy, in a securely guarded and inaccessible old workshop on the grounds of
Waddington's, a group of sworn-to-secrecy employees began mass-producing escape maps, keyed to
each region of Germany, Italy, France or where ever Allied POW camps were located.
When processed, these maps could be folded into such tiny dots that they would fit inside a Monopoly
playing piece.
While they were at it, the clever workmen at Waddington's also managed to add:
1. A playing token, containing a small magnetic compass
2. A two-part metal file that could easily be screwed together
3. Useful amounts of genuine high-denomination German, Italian, and French currency, hidden
within the piles of Monopoly money!
British and American air crews were advised, before taking off on their
first mission, how to identify a 'rigged' Monopoly set by means of a tiny
red dot, one cleverly rigged to look like an ordinary printing glitch, located
in the corner of the Free Parking square.
Of the estimated 35,000 Allied POWS who successfully escaped, an
estimated one-third were aided in their flight by the rigged Monopoly sets. Everyone who did so was
sworn to secrecy indefinitely, since the British Government might want to use this highly successful
ruse in still another, future war.
The story wasn't declassified until 2007, when the surviving craftsmen from Waddington's, as well as
the firm itself, were finally honored in a public ceremony.
It's always nice when you can play that 'Get Out of Jail' Free' card!

Alberta History November
•

1959 - November 1 - Police - George McClellan appointed 13th Commissioner of the RCMP; serves to August
14, 1967. Ottawa, Ontario
• 1995 - November 5 - Drifter André Dallaire breaks into 24 Sussex Drive wielding a knife; Jean Chrétien's
wife Aline Chrétien fends off the intruder outside their bedroom with an Inuit sculpture; she locks the door
and calls security; points up lax RCMP security. Ottawa, Ontario
• 1942 - November 8 - World War II - German spy Werner Janowski lands from a U-boat U-518 off New
Carlisle; he is arrested a day later by the local RCMP; Janowski is persuaded to become a double agent,
feeding the Germans with false information. New Carlisle, Québec
• 1923 - November 5 - Prohibition - Alberta electors vote for government control of liquor; after seven years of
prohibition. Alberta
• 1795 - November 7 - Fur Trade - Edmonton House is completed by the HBC. Edmonton, Alberta
• 1884 - November 7 - Urban - Calgary officially incorporated as the Town of Calgary under the North-West
Territories Ordinance; with a population of 506 people; will become a city January 1, 1894. Calgary, Alberta
• 1904 - November 7 - Urban - The Town of Edmonton becomes the City of Edmonton. Edmonton, Alberta
• 1903 - November 11 - Media - John Macpherson, John Cunningham and Arthur Moore, all from Portage La
Prairie, Manitoba, produce the first issue of the Edmonton Evening Journal, 1000 copies done on a hand-fed
press; in 1908 J.P. McConnell, publisher of the Vancouver Sunset and founding editor of the Vancouver
Sun, acquires an option on the Journal; 1909 sells Journal to J. H. Woods, owner of The Lethbridge News,
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•

•
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•

who hires Milton Jennings as manager/editor; 1912 William Southam and Sons acquire a controlling interest
in the Edmonton Journal. Edmonton, Alberta
1935 - November 16 - Retail - Bay Day ad in The Albertan features leather handbags at $1.47, men's
flannelette pyjamas at $1.00, and a 3-piece chesterfield set at $75.00. Calgary, Alberta
1879 - November 17 - Police - Constable Marmaduke Graburn murdered in the Cypress Hills; First NWMP
policeman to die violently in the line of duty. Cypress Hills, Alberta
1946 - November 20 - Energy - Vern Hunter starts drilling a wildcat well, southeast of Edmonton, Alberta,
for Imperial Oil; starts producing February 13, 1947; by late 1947, there are 30 oil wells operating at the
Leduc field, pumping over 3,500 barrels a day. Leduc, Alberta
1927 - November 21 - Media - University of Alberta radio station, CKUA, goes on the air with a 500-watt
signal. Canada's first public broadcaster began as a project to take the University to the people via the new
medium of radio; comes into being with the volunteer labour of two engineering students, using 2 windmill
towers, some old iron poles and a $700 grant. Edmonton, Alberta
1922 - November 24 - Crime - Edmonton City Council approves by-law outlawing swearing in public; after
complaints from golfers on public courses. Edmonton, Alberta
1942 - November 28 - World War II - First Axis prisoners of war are brought to Internment Camp No. 133,
near Lethbridge. Lethbridge, Alberta

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE in the U. of A.
Butterdome, Saturday, Nov. 11th - For those Vets marching, please be there no
later than 10AM. Order of dress is Red/Blue blazers, large medals, wedge caps if
you have them. Those members attending the Butterdome are invited to HMCS
NONSUCH, 11440 – 117 St. Edmonton following the Remembrance ceremony.
There are several Parkades near the Butterdome and parking is free on this date.

Important NOTICE:
If you have a plaque(s) with a Force Crest on it, and don’t care
to retain it any longer, turn it in! Don’t just cast them aside!
There’s a timeless use for them! The Edmonton Veterans
Association would like to acquire the Force Crest from your
old plaques, so they may be fastened to new Urns we
manufacture. The Crests are usually only held on by double
sided tape and are easily removed.
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If you do wish to contribute to the new Urn plan, you may send the brass crests to our RCMP Gift Shop @ K
Division HQ. 11140 109 St. NW, Edmonton, Ab T5G2T4. You may also drop them off at the Gift Shop (780-4125572) when you’re in to make that important purchase. Or, give them to any member of the Executive you
may know. The recipients will be eternally grateful!

Valour Place
At this month’s, Edmonton
RCMP Veterans Executive
meeting, Nick Taylor gave his
report on Valour Place.
(Nick Taylor is our
designated liaison member
for Valour Place). Each year
our Division donates to
Valour Place. Valour Place is
the only support house of this kind in Canada and it bodes well for all of us to keep it going.
Valour Place is a temporary home away from home for all Canadian Forces members, RCMP, Families of the
Fallen, Veterans and First Responders along with their families who require medical treatment in Edmonton,
and live outside the city/area.
Through Valour Place, they have the means to face the challenges of rehabilitation in a warm, welcoming and
supportive environment, at no cost. Valour Place, the first of its kind in Canada, will be sustained through long
term leases, donations, endowment income and special events. Valour Place is located in Edmonton’s
Kingsway District, known as Edmonton and Western Canada’s Medical, Health and Wellness destination.

Nick Taylor reported that this year, 253 persons stayed at Valour Place over a total 151 nights
at no cost to the families. The 151 night stays saved those families that used the facility
approximately $18,000 because it exists. Talk about putting money to good use! Together
we’ve lightened the load for those in pain.
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Membership Dues
Membership Dues remain today at $50.00 annually. To pay
your dues, you may do one of the following;
1. Create a personalized cheque or money order payable
to the Edmonton RCMP Veterans’ Association and mail
it to; Roger Goulet, 6537 199th Street NW, Edmonton,
Alberta, T5T 6N1, or
2. Internet banking via email address to
dues@edmrcmpvets.ca The security question is as
follows: Where is K Division? The appropriate answer
is: Alberta.
If you are a new member and you use E transfer, please email your application to
rogergoulet@shaw.ca If you have questions about dues, call Roger at (780) 483-0222.

Critical notice
Your responsibility, is to pay your membership dues before the end of January. If your regimental/employee
number appears here, your annual membership dues have not been received. Please review the list below to
ensure you are NOT on the list of defaulters.
17092
19123
19129
20755
23017

24851
26380
28223
29259
31928

34267
35336
36003
36131
37090

40394
53188
A3204
A7213
C0919

S1897
X1214

When you make a commitment, you build hope.
When you keep it, you build trust!
Veterans Affairs Canada
To update yourself on what is available from VAC please refer to the following link.
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/pdf/services/services-and-benefits-brochure/Programs_and_Services_E_Final.pdf
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Mark your 2017 calendar:
2017 Executive Meeting
Schedule
Jan 26
Feb 23
Mar 23
Apr 20
May 25
June 22
Aug 24
Sept 21
Oct 19
Nov 23

2017 Dinner Meeting
Schedule
Jan 31
Feb 28
Mar 28
Apr 25
May 30
Jun 27
Sep 26
Oct 24
Nov 28
Dec 08

A lot of people understand the RCMP
Veterans Association is for Regular
Members alone. Untrue! We are open to
all RCMP employees; RM, PS, CM and the
like. If you are not a member of the
Edmonton Veterans’ Association, you may
attend a general dinner meeting as a
member’s guest without becoming a
member. Or, if you are not an RM, you
may join as an Associate Member at no
cost. It’s up to you to take that first step into a larger family of friends. Try us out. You may enjoy the
experience and decide to join.

Upcoming Monthly Menus:
28-Nov

BBQ

$20

8-Dec

Christmas Dinner

$55

th

Location: Woodvale Facility & Golf Clubhouse 4540 50 Street, Edmonton, Ab
Meet & Greet: times 5:30 pm with dinner served at 6:30 pm. General Meeting to follow.

On the menu for November:
6oz Prime Rib Burger, w/buns, fixings & condiments, Fries, Caesar Salad, coleslaw,
Squares, Fruit, Coffee and Tea
Price: $20.00

Please try to have names into Jerry Plastow by 2017 November 17. RSVP
to: jplastow@shaw.ca
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December Menu:

Christmas Dinner/Silent Auction and Dance.
Roast Turkey, Gravy, Honey Mustard Glazed Ham,
Cabbage Rolls, Perogies, Mashed Potatoes,
Garden Fresh Vegetables, Variety of Salads, Assorted Pickles,
Raw Vegetable tray with dip, Assorted Tortes, Cheese Cakes,
Pastries, Fresh Fruit, Dinner Buns, Butter, Tea and Coffee.

Cost $55.00
RSVP now to: jplastow@shaw.ca

>>>>>>Hurry, it’s 75% sold out!<<<<<<
Live Entertainment: The Spurs

Gerry Babbin singer & lead guitar, Jean Turgeon guitar, Chris Carroll drums

Special Awards Notice:
On 2017 October 19 the Edmonton RCMP Veterans Association awarded the senior management staff of the
Woodvale Facility & Golf Clubhouse an Alberta RCMP plaque for their generous contributions to our
association.

Jerry Plastow – Carrie Konschuh – Sandra Chan – Margret Tokaryk – Jasbir Mann
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RCMPGiftShop.ca
Hello from the RCMP Gift Shop (formerly known as the RCMP Vets Canteen)! First off, I want to
send a huge thank you out to Bob Stewart for all his hard work and many hours put into getting our
website, rcmpgiftshop.ca, to where it is today. If you haven't checked it out yet, please do. Of course,
if you prefer face to face shopping make sure you stop in and say Hi. I enjoy getting to know my
customers and helping them find just what they are looking for.
We are open Tuesday-Friday, 10am-2pm.
Thank you,
Kim Bechtold
Manager, RCMP Gift Shop
780.412.5572

Contact
If you wish to contact a member of the Edmonton Veterans’ Association,
you can do so by sending an email to: President@edmrcmpvets.ca
If you wish to contact the editor of the newsletter, to pass on information of any
kind for inclusion in the newsletter, you can email the editor at:
VetsNews@shaw.ca.

Editor: Rob Stewart

Important Notice:

We are always trying to reduce the cost of
providing this newsletter to our members. If you are the recipient of a printed copy of this newsletter and do
have access to an internet capable computer, please let the Edmonton RCMP Veterans Association know ASAP
either by telephone or email. It’s up to you.
Cheers from the editor!
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